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A Message from the Biomedical Sciences Department Head
Dr. Don R. Bergfelt

It is my pleasure to welcome you to 
the Summer 2018 issue of The Stu-

dent Experience Newsletter. As Pro-
fessor and Head of Biomedical Sci-
ences at RUSVM, I help to support 
day-to-day operations to enhance 
the student learning environment. 
However, a most rewarding respon-
sibility is to support faculty and staff 
of the department so they can bring 
you the best of their knowledge and 
experience to the classroom and lab-
oratory in accord with our T.E.A.C.H. 
(Teamwork, Energy, Accountability, 
Community, Heart) values. Ulti-
mately, I believe the highest reward 
for our efforts is to watch each of you 
cross the stage during graduation to 
receive your diploma with smiles and 
tears of joy to know you achieved 
your goal of becoming a Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine.

As a researcher in Veterinary Sci-
ence, RUSVM has provided me the 
opportunity to indulge and expand 
my interest in comparative repro-
ductive physiology. Whether it’s the 
clinical or basic sciences, I believe a 
fundamental understanding of the 

Scientifi c Method guides an individual 
to be observant of our environment, 
critical with questions, objective with 
information, and open-minded with 
conclusions. The RUSVM Master of 
Science (MSc) by research degree 
program is an opportunity for vet-
erinary students to connect with a 
faculty member who will guide them 
through a topic of interest that will 
complement their DVM degree pro-
gram and add a bigger smile and a few 
more tears of joy on graduation day 
with a DVM, MSc!

While you are advancing through 
your educational program, get to 
know your colleagues as student lead-
ers (see the update on your newly 
elected SAVMA Executive board on 
page 5). They devote time and effort 
to enhance your experience on and 
off campus and serve as a conduit to 
bring your concerns to campus ad-
ministrators. If ever you need addi-
tional support to get you through the 
day, take a moment to learn of the 
valuable resources provided by the 
Student Success Center, Counseling 
Center, and Health Services (meet 
the Health Services team on page 6). 
Faster than you can learn or recall the 
skeleton of the dog in fi rst semester, 
you will be a RUSVM alumni. As an 
alumnus, it is the perfect opportunity 
to keep in touch with friends and col-
leagues to network, reminisce about 
campus and island life, and be part 
of the West Indies Veterinary Con-
ference held annually in St. Kitts and 
hosted by RUSVM.

Best wishes to you all—Have a great 
semester,
Dr. Don Bergfelt

CONTENTS The new RUSVM Academic Hub
Phase I of the new Ross Vet academic hub is  currently 

under construction on the  west side of campus. 
The fi rst phase of the project is 

in full swing, with foundation 
and steel work underway. 
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Dr. Fogle earned his veterinary degree from Ross Univer-
sity in 2000. He completed a small animal medicine and 

surgery internship at Auburn University School of Veterinary 
Medicine in 2002.  In 2005, he completed a small animal in-
ternal medicine residency at NC State College of Veterinary 
Medicine and he is a diplomate of the American College of 
Veterinary Internal Medicine.  In 2009, he earned his PhD in 
immunology from NC State.

Dr. Fogle is currently an Assistant Professor of Immunology 
at the North Carolina State College of Veterinary Medicine 
where he is also the director of the Flow Cytometry and Cell 
Sorting Core Facility. Additionally, he is the faculty advisor 
for Clinical Immunology at North Carolina State University 
where he has the opportunity to interact with RUSVM’s clin-
ical year students.

His Comparative Immunology Research Laboratory is fo-
cused upon T cell immunity, T cell immune dysfunction, and 
the interaction of T cells with each other and with cells of the 
innate immune system.  As such, the primary research focus 
areas in his group are 1) Feline Immunodefi ciency Virus (FIV) 
as a model for HIV T cell immune dysfunction and 2) bolster-
ing T cell immune responses to neoplasia.  

An active collaborator in comparative oncology at the Duke 
Cancer Institute, his research on osteosarcoma is showing 
promising progress applicable to both people and pets affect-
ed by this devastating disease. Mostly, he is looking into the 
role of infl ammation in “waking up” the immune system re-
portedly suppressed by osteosarcoma cells. Supported by a 
Duke/NC State Translational Research Grant, Dr. Fogle and 
his colleagues are working to improve the odds for osteosar-
coma patients by capitalizing on aspects of the disease that 
are unique to canines, notably its high prevalence. 

Dr. Fogle is well known to RUSVM’s Dean Dr. Sean Callanan 
as they share an interest in FIV research. Specifi cally, Dr. Fo-
gle is working on identifying the mechanisms of CD8+ T cell 
suppression and how to rescue virus-specifi c CD8+ prolifer-
ation using the FIV model for HIV as well as on the exam-
ination of a novel compound LM11A-31 for neuro-protective 
effects using the FIV model.

Interestingly, Dr. Fogle’s interest in immunology started 
during his time at RUSVM and he fondly remembers the 
knowledge he received from for-
mer faculty Dr. Gyimah who re-
tired 2 years ago from RUSVM.

Dr. Fogle assisted with presenting the white coats to the 
fi rst semester students.
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What services do you provide to the 
students?  Health Services provides 
medical care fotr both colleagues and 
students.  We can diagnose and treat 
most illnesses and injuries common 
within our community including 
women’s health concerns.  We also 
work closely with some of the island 
physicians for referral when additional 
care is warranted.  Preventive health 
services are provided as well including 
vaccines.

What job tasks do you do behind the 
scenes that students and colleagues 
might not be aware of?  We actively 
monitor communicable diseases or 
infections that may occur in our com-
munity, on island, and throughout the 
world to reduce the spread of illness and 
work closely with St. Kitts Ministry of 
Health in tracking illnesses.

Is there something students or col-
leagues can do to make your job easier?  

We encourage students to visit Health 
Services at the fi rst sign of illness.  It is 
our strategy to reduce the expense to 
students from local health care services 
by providing as much care as possible at 
Health Services which is at no cost.

What is the most common question you 
are asked?  Our most frequent question 
asked is how to renew or ship existing 
prescriptions when students arrive to 
campus. 
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