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Dr. Carmen Fuentealba

Welcome to the
third issue of The

Student Experience
newsletter. As the Ex-
ecutive Associate Dean
for Teaching and Learn-
ing, your academic ex-
perience is important to
me, and all of our fac-
ulty and staff at Ross.

offer inventive optional
learning resources in the
future. We've recently
rolled out a course in 7th
semester to help you

prepare for the NAVLE,
provide you with op-

portunities to practice
test-taking skills and en-
hance your confidence

Over the past few years
in particular, we've seen
exciting innovations to our DVM curricu-
lum and implemented strategies to make
you successful not only during your time
in St. Kitts, but in clinics and beyond.

Technology is just one of the ways we have
been actively improving your educational
experience. The Ross iPads (Paw Pads) is
one example of the developments we've
been working on with input from your
faculty members. We plan to continue to

necessary to take com-
puter-based veterinary
licensing exams.

Part of my role as Executive Associ-
ate Dean is internationalization, and I'm
pleased to continue to help create educa-
tional pathways for international students.
Specifically, we are providing opportu-
nities for students from Singapore and
Vietnam to enroll in our DVM program.
Over the past three years, we have been
fortunate to host research interns from

two institutions in Singapore; Ngee Ann
Polytechnic and Temasek Polytechnic.
International students make a significant
and important contribution to the diversi-

ty of the entire RUSVM community.

Over the past few semesters, I've watched
student involvement in diversity initia-
tives increase; from the initial formation
of Veterinary Students as One in Culture
and Ethnicity (VOICE), Broad Spectrum
(LGBTA) to the creation of the SCAVMA
Diversity Committee and the range of ex-
citing student activities that have grown
from these groups.

Each one of you is an ambassador for the
Rossie educational experience, and | hope
that you bring the knowledge, capabili-
ty and experience that you learn here to
your clinics and beyond.

| wish you all the best for your summer
semester.

CONTENTS

7th Semester Spotlight: A. Seam
PASS Certificate Program

Club Clean-Ups

New Safety and Security App
“One Thing | Know”

Leadership and Excellence Awards
Students Enter Malt Relay
Alumni Corner: D. Dobbs ...
Featured Colleagues

Diversity Committee

One Student Making a Difference
2017-18 SAVMA Announced
Wish Makers

Student Appreciation Day ..

New Microwaves ...

Extended Shuttle Service

RUSVM'’s New RN

#VetMedUnited

Student Complete Certification

PASS Family Feud-Style Game Show...
RUSVM Research Day ....

direct service and cultural immersion.

Ann Marie Picone and Kawi Gon-

zalez-Rodriguez, both 6th semester
directly with the Kittitian community
in need. Now, both co-chairs for the

students.

One of their larger projects has been
volunteering with the youth group at
Challenger’s Youth for Christ, located
about a mile to the west of RUSVM.
The youth group serves toddlers to
teenagers and offers a safe place to

and engage in various activities from
helping with homework to assisting
with their annual Christmas pageant.
Last semester, they organized a relay

students saw an opportunity to engage
and provide a way to give back to those

club, they’ve brought on board over 30

socialize on Friday nights. Wishmakers

members visit the group twice a month

Wishmakers: Diving in and Giving Back

Wishmakers, one of RUSVM'’s newest
clubs strives to give back to St. Kitts by

race competition with the children and
more activities are in the works for the
future.

One of the club’s aims has been to
narrow the gap between RUSVM
students and the wider community. “|
think it’s really important to remember
that even though we are here as visi-
tors, we have an impact on everybody’s
lives, and it’s important to give people
a chance to get to know us,” said Kawi
Gonzalez-Rodriguez. They say their
visits with the children have served as
an opportunity for cultural exchange
and mutual learning.

As their name implies, one of the club’s
goals is to grant “wishes” to those

in need, and they have been raising
money for that purpose. If you are in-
terested in getting involved in the club,
contact KarlaGonzalezRodriguez(@stu-
dents.rossu.edu or AnnMariePicone(@
students.rossu.edu.




7th Semester Spotlight: Andrew Seamon
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Saturday, Mar. 11, 2017
beach clean-up

with the Scuba Club.

MEDICINg

Saturday, March 4, 2017 roadside clean-up
with the Green Initiatives, One Heath,
and Small Ruminants clubs.

The PASS program had 44 more students earn their certificates during the spring semester of 2017.




Safety and Security introduces new app,

The Department of Safety and Security is introducing a new initiative to advance safety and security within
our organization. We've converted the procedures in our Emergency Response Flipbook to an app called
CrisisManager which is a cloud-based mobile safety platform that converts paper-based plans into an easy
to use mobile app. Emergency plans are now available 24/7/365 with or without internet.

What does CrisisManager do for us?

Get safety plans
on your mobile
device... now

Plans are always
up-to-date, no
reprinting needed

3 ways to download CrisisManager

You can access
plans immediately
in an emergency

As students,
colleagues and faculty,
you have the tools you

need to stay safe
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The Student Experience at RUSYM




RUSVM LEADERSHIP & EXCELLENCE AWARDS CEREMONY

Student Awardees Club Awardees Colleague Awardees
Kara Colwell Student Wellness Committee Andrea Peda
Lauren McTeirnan American Association of Swine Veterinarians (AASV) Melissa Bucknoff
Verenisse Marron People for Animal Welfare on St. Kitts (P.A.W.S.) Kathy Goucher

Kristen LaCroix Cleon Bradshaw
Leeza Hargreaves Isha Webster

Secu rity Team

The RUSVM Leadership and Excellence Awards hosted by SCAVMA were held on Saturday, March 11 in collaboration

with the Student Experience Committee, the evening celebrates the achievements of individuals, clubs and organizations that
have made an impact in the RUSVM and/or the St.Kitts community. Congratulations to all of our awardees!
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RUSVM students participated in the Glant Ma|t * %
Relay Festival 2017 at the Kim Collins §'Athleti
Stadium in January. Thanks to all oul'g D
students represented RUSYM!

DISTANCE MEDLEY: Mary Grafg(Maleana) Spera, Samantha Farabee, Ellzabeth (lezyl l!ste 3
4X200M: Diane (Deedee) Strelfl" Felicia Tuman (VIP), Julie Cohen & Samantha Farabee

4X100M: Jamie Walkush, Felicia Tuman, Julie Cohen, Alyce Hines %
; En




ALUMNI
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here are so many career options

in veterinary medicine, it’s hard to
pick just one. Small animal or large?
Private or public? Tiger surgery or
acupuncture? If you're having a hard
time trying to commit to one sub-
set, take heart. Ross grads like Dana
Dobbs, DVM 06 prove that it’s pos-
sible to follow your dream—and then
another dream—and another.

We chatted with Dr. Dobbs about her
many lives—from field veterinarian to
the U.S. Army Veterinary Corps—and
how they all came together for her.
(And that’s not even counting her
days as a virologist, police officer and
detective before she went to Ross!)

After graduating from Washington
State University with degrees in mi-
crobiology and animal science, Dr.
Dobbs researched admission require-
ments at several veterinary schools.
She’d already been denied once when
applying as an undergraduate, but
wasn’t giving up. Yet admissions com-
mittees asked the same question:

“Why don’t you have a 4.0 GPA?”
Dr. Dobbs’ response? She had worked

three jobs during college to finance
her education. And while she sacri-
ficed some A’s the first couple years
because of it, her grades had steadily
improved as time went on. Her latest
scores were exemplary, demonstrat-

ing mastery of not only the course
material, but also self-discipline and
time management.

None of the schools budged, and after
feeling completely discouraged, Dr.
Dobbs set her sights on other ven-
tures. Over the next decade, she took
on a slew of interesting and diverse
positions: virologist, medical technol-
ogist, police officer and detective—as
well as being an Officer in the Wash-
ington Army National Guard.

But Dr. Dobbs still had a place in her
heart for veterinary medicine. Think-
ing she’d like to be a veterinary tech-
nologist (LVT), she visited a local clinic
to see if she could get some volunteer
experience.

“Within two minutes, the veterinar-
ian | spoke with—a Ross grad—told
me | wouldn’t be happy as a vet tech.
| needed to be a vet,” said Dr. Dobbs.
“When | told her I'd already applied in
the past, she asked if I'd considered
going to the Caribbean. That’s when |
first heard about Ross.”

While Dr. Dobbs wasn’t sure if she
would get in, she gave it a shot and
submitted her application. Good thing
she did. “Ross was willing to look at the
whole person and what they brought
to the table,” she said. “They knew |
was more than just my GPA.”

DANA DOBBS’ STORY:

Dr. Dobbs took a two-year leave from
the National Guard to attend Ross. As

soon as she graduated in 2006, she
branch transferred to the U.S. Army
Veterinary Corps, and almost imme-
diately got deployed to Kosovo for

nine months as a Reservist.

“Veterinarians are in high demand
for many humanitarian missions,” Dr.
Dobbs said. “Not only did | take care
of military working dogs and do food
inspections, | went to remote villag-
es giving rabies vaccines, deworming
cattle and sheep, and provided basic
preventive care for animals that might
never receive care from a vet.” Local
vets accompanied Dr. Dobbs to learn
from her, with the goal of sustaining
veterinary services after she left.

Her advice to current Ross students?
“Keep your mind open,” she said.
“There’s so many different things you
can do. Some people are dead-set on
doing one type of veterinary medicine
and don’t see all the possibilities there
are. | didn’t plan any of this, but it’s
worked out great for me.”

DANA
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Various dates or months of significance were recognized by the Diversity Committee

throughout the spring 2017 semester. For Black History Month

a poster series was created that featured Black individuals

and/or accomplishments in the field of veterinarian medicine

and also important figures from Kittitian History. For Women’s

History Month there were featured females speakers about their

experience in veterinarian research. Lastly, for Alcohol

Awareness Month, the committee handed out free root beer floats e é( A

to emphasize the ability to have a good time without alcohol. Easter:Sanday

-mckJQr Unlucky:E qurick’s_Qay‘
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Female Vets in Research
Celebrating Women's History Month




Building bridge§ between RUSVM and the St. Kitts community

Fifth-semester student Elroy ‘Niko’ Williams is a native Kittitian and a dedicated Rossie.
Since his second semester, Niko has been intentionally developing opportunities to
connect RUSVM and St. Kitts. He has motivated others on both sides to come together
for the greater good and has enjoyed a lot of success with his various initiatives
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Niko’s Communlty Bridging Proj ec! m :
2nd semester: Motivational talks wn:h Youth at the An aiNatlonaI Youth Camp. leo and 10 other RUSVM

students, inspired young Kittitians by sharing how we persevered to reached our goals of becoming doctors.

3rd semester: Worked with fellow Rossie, Alfred Tam, in cbilaborating with the St Kitts Nevis Government in
order to raise funds to provide a new Science lab to the Basseterre High School—Niko’s alma'mater (in progress).

4th semesters: Hosted a basketball game between the RUSVM basketball players and the St Kitts Under 25
Basketball team. This provided and opportunity for students to intact with locals and show school spirit.

Sth semester: Niko is looking to host a football (soccer) game between RUSVM students and the St . Kitts
Under 24 male National team. It is anticipated to be another successful event (in progress).

SAVMA EB: President, Julia "Jules” Drube; Vice Pre5|dent Jean Fournler, Treasurer, Amie
Vandorn; Activities Directors, Michael Dulude & Fransia Markou; 5r. Delegate, Kayla Caturay;
Jr. Delegate,- Katelyn Behm; Parliamentarian, Kaitlynn Ban, Webmﬂster, Jazmyne White;
Student Wellness Committee Liaison, Nikita Ahuja; Cultural Outreach Officer, Susana Villela

CIASS REPS: VP, Thalita Leite; 1st, Patrick Dunleavy & Angelica Glee Anderson; 2nd, Jordan
Arana & Mikalyna Sell; 3rd, Eric Sirabian & Shaylan Meyer; 4th, Pablo Arturc Leano & Chelsea
Tabor; 5th, Courtney Ann Pearce & Laura Kenzie, 6th, Kawi (Karla) Gonzalez-Rodriguez & Kalah
St. Pierre; 7th, Bailey Pitts & Samantha Thompson |
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RUSV.M Has A NEW, RN

A new RNjoined the RUSYM Health Center
during the Spring semester. Marsl;n_a__l_e_tie

Smlth Anthony, a Jamalean Klttltlan, earned Fner
Master H degree in Hea|t|1care a&mlnlstratlenf
management from Ke"er Gra_&ia_t_e Schoel oF

School of, Nursmg, Mcna Uamalca), and herdip T DINT
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On Tuesday April 4, 2017, RUSVYM participated in the 2nd annual #VetMedUnited Day. Veterinary
schools, clinics, and students all around the world came together in solidarity in remembrance of the
lives lost within the veterinary field, and te look ahead to a bright future where we pledge wellness

together.

The RUSVM community came together for a moment of silence and a school-wide photo on the
Union Lawn. Purple and teal are the officially recogni:ed colors for suicide prevention. Participants
were invited to wear either of these colors.
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Students C"omplete Certification Course,
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On Wednesday, March 22, the Professional Attitude for Student ~Jh
Success (PASS) committee hosted a Family Feud-style game oy
show. The game show questions addressed topics of St. Kitts,
professionalism, and veterinary medicine. It was a fun, interactive
way to get students talking about some of this topics. The game
was hosted by Dr. Saundra Sample. Random students were
assigned to be part of the 4 different faculty families that
included Dr. Erika Little, Dr. Brady Little, Dr. Fortune Sithole
and Dr. Mary Pereira. =
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RUSV/M!| HostsiEourth-A I R ch D Y
On Thursday April 6, RUSVM hosted its 4th Phi Zeta Student Research Day. From 8:00-11:00 a.m.

there was poster judging and viewing. That was followed by a keynote address by Dr. Jennifer Pradel,
Coordinator of the Caribbean Animal Health Network CaribVET.
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